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born the year before. "But/5 she argued,, 6iyou have to make things interesting if
you want to sell them."

The physician suggested that she adhere to the truth as much as possible,
because writing such a story might help her a great deal in solving her problems.
She said that she realized this and that she remembered one thing that she had not
thought of in years. When she was 6 years old, her mother had lost her pocket-
book. The family was discussing the loss one day when her uncle was there. His
behaviour struck Evelyn as funny, and she giggled. He quickly turned upon her
and said: "You are the one who stole the pocketbook."

The mother promptly took up this accusation and would not listen to the girl's
denials. Bitterly, Evelyn observed: "Even then, you see, she was against me."

Evelyn had not been regular in her school attendance since she had gone to the
foster home. She said that she knew this was not good, but several things she
needed for her classes were in her own house.. Her family had not brought these
things to her, and she did not want to explain to the teachers that she was not
living at home. She is concerned about her future and asked the physician if she
thought she would ever amount to anything. The importance of her school work
for her future plans was discussed, and she maintained that she not only wanted to
. finish high school but also to take further work in some branch of nutrition science.

The physician asked her whether she would like to go home for Christmas and
she said in a surprised tone of voice, "Oh, yes. If they want me. It's up to them
to decide."

Ten days later Evelyn came to the clinic very gaily. She appeared happy and
self-confident. She said that she had gone home Christmas Eve and was still there.
She was going to stay home until New Year's anyway, possibly for good. Everyone
there was so nice to her that she felt like visiting royalty, but she did not know how
long it would last. She and Lucy had quarrelled a little bit, but it did not mean
anything. She* said that it was good to be home and that she had never realized
before how much she liked her home. She said that she felt so sorry for Elizabeth (the
. 16-year-old girl at the foster home) because Elizabeth has no home and no family.

Evelyn thinks that the main trouble with her is that she has done things for
which she is not yet really old enough. The summer before, when her mother was
away on vacation, she started going out with older boys and girls. She sees now
that this was a mistake, but she is bored with younger boys and girls. In many
ways she is much older than her .14 years. Most of her recent battles with her
mother grew out of her going out with older boys, because her mother did not
know that she could take care of herself. As she thinks it over now, Evelyn realizes
that her mother was right to worry about a ^-year-old girl, but when her mother
told her not to go out she went anyway. Another thing that made Evelyn feel
older than 14 was that she and her three sisters were always lumped together.
She liked housework and did a great deal of it when she was only a little child.
She took almost complete care of George, one of the twins, and she has always
had more responsibility than most girls of her age. Evelyn cannot or will not say
why she thinks that acting older than her age was a mistake, but concluded:
"I was wrong in a lot of things,"

She then began to speak of her mother, saying that while her mother still did
not feel well, she was not as grouchy as she had been. They had bought more
clothes for the baby together, and Evelyn said with a grin and a little wriggle of her
body: "I just can't wait for that baby."

Except for occasional mild cramps Evelyn has never had any trouble during feer